
 

 

ADPH | Registered Charity Number 1164513  November 2017 

enquiries@adph.org.uk | Tel: 020 7832 6944 | www.adph.org.uk  Page 1 of 1 

The Association of Directors of Public Health  

Statement on the UK Supreme Court 
announcement on Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP)  

 

The Association of Directors of Public Health, the representative body for Directors of Public Health 

across the UK, has responded to the announcement that the UK Supreme Court has judged MUP to be 

legal. 

 

Dr Andrew Furber, President of the Association of Directors of Public Health, said: 

 

“We are delighted that the UK Supreme Court has made this judgement which will enable the Scottish 

Government to implement Minimum Unit Pricing. 75% of Directors of Public Health who responded to 

our most recent policy survey said the introduction of MUP was in their top five priorities, making it the 

top policy priority for our members.  

 

UK alcohol consumption per capita remains higher than the average for all OECD countriesi. In Scotland, 

one in four people drink at hazardous or harmful levels.ii There is a huge amount of evidence indicating 

the potential of MUP for reducing alcohol harm, particularly among the most high-risk drinkers, and 

MUP can lead to savings in society through reduced health costs, crime costs and reduced workplace 

absence. The case for MUP has been made both robustly and repeatedly.  

 

Scotland and Wales have now committed to introducing MUP and Northern Ireland has expressed an 

intention to implement it in the past.  We hope that the Westminster government will now reconsider 

the introduction of MUP the plans for which were scrapped in 2013. Otherwise, England will begin to fall 

behind in its efforts to protect the health of the public.”  

 

ENDS 

Further information 

The Association of Directors of Public Health (ADPH) is the representative body for Directors of Public 

Health (DPH) in the UK. It seeks to improve and protect the health of the population through collating 

and presenting the views of DsPH; advising on public health policy and legislation at a local, regional, 

national and international level; facilitating a support network for DsPH; and providing opportunities for 

DsPH to develop professional practice.  

 

The Association has a rich heritage, its origins dating back 160 years. It is a collaborative organisation 

working in partnership with others to maximise the voice for public health.   

www.adph.org.uk 

i Health and Social Care Information Centre, Statistics on Alcohol (2016)  
ii Alcohol Focus Scotland, Alcohol facts and figures, [http://www.alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk/alcohol-information/alcohol-facts-and-figures/] 
(accessed 5 July 2017)   
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