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The Association of Directors of Public Health  

Statement on NHS England Commissioning 
Decision on PrEP   

ADPH has welcomed the decision from NHS England to fund a large scale clinical trial of PrEP, which will 

benefit 10,000 people over the next three years.  

HIV remains a huge problem in the UK, and the epidemic is not being tackled, with the number of people 

being diagnosed with HIV in the UK remaining steady over the past few years. Taking steps to halt this 

epidemic is of paramount importance, and PrEP is a vital tool for doing this, particularly for reducing the 

risk of transmission in at-risk populations.  

The number of new infections amongst gay, bisexual and men who have sex with men remains high; Public 

Health England data shows that an estimated 2,800 gay or bisexual men acquired HIV in England in 2014. 

PrEP has been shown to be both an effective and cost-effective way to prevent HIV transmission.  

ADPH President Dr Andrew Furber said:   

"With figures released on World Aids Day estimating that over 100,000 people in the UK are living with 

HIV, this decision could not come soon enough. We are delighted that NHS England has taken this step 

and recognised its role in prevention. 

We would urge NHS England to work with Directors of Public Health and sexual health teams locally to 

implement the trial and to look at how the commissioning and prescribing of PrEP can be carried out in an 

effective, joined-up manner. PrEP should be used in the context of a holistic package of measures, 

including the provision of condoms and support for those at risk, in order to be a successful intervention.”  

Chief Executive of ADPH, Nicola Close, said 

“We congratulated the LGA and the National Aids Trust on their Court victory in August. Now we 

congratulate NHS England on taking this sensible, cost-effective commissioning decision.  

We look forward to working in partnership to roll out the trial of PrEP. Looking ahead, it is important that 

PrEP is made widely available but in a way that is appropriately targeted. Access to PrEP should not become 

a postcode lottery”.  

ENDS 

Further information 

The Association of Directors of Public Health (ADPH) is the representative body for Directors of Public 

Health (DPH) in the UK.  

It seeks to improve and protect the health of the population through collating and presenting the views of 

DsPH; advising on public health policy and legislation at a local, regional, national and international level; 

facilitating a support network for DsPH; and providing opportunities for DsPH to develop professional 

practice. 

The Association has a rich heritage, its origins dating back more than 160 years. It is a collaborative 

organisation working in partnership with others to maximise the voice for public health.   
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