
North West Public Health Conference 2025  

Anti-Racism, Health Equity & Public Health:  Taking Action in the North West  

14th May 2025, 10am-4pm 

University of Central Lancashire, Preston 

Agenda 

10.00am – 
10:30am 

Conference Registration, Networking and Tea/Coffee Harrington 
Building – Social 

Space 

10:30am – 
10:40am 

Welcome and Introduction 
Dr Andrew Furber OBE, Regional Director of Public Health (North 
West England) OHID, DHSC and NHSE 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

10:40am – 
10:45am 

Welcome to the University of Lancashire 
Bryan Jones, Dean of School of Health, Social Work & Sport, 
University of Central Lancashire  
  

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

10.45am – 
11:00am 

Let’s talk about (Anti-)Racism, Health Equity & Public Health 
Professor Dawn Edge, Professor of Mental Health & Inclusivity, 
University of Manchester 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

11:00am – 
11:15am 

Driving Anti-Racist Action with the North West Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic Assembly 
Evelyn Asante-Mensah OBE, Chair, Pennine Care NHS Foundation 
Trust, and co-chair, North West BAME Assembly 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

11:15am – 
11:30am 

Support Without the Stigma: Anti-Racist Approaches to Health 
Equity Through Culture and Community 
Adil Javed, CEO & Artistic Director, Alchemy Arts, Manchester 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

11:30am – 
11:45am 

Intentionally becoming an Anti-Racist Organisation: Addressing 
Inequities through Quality Improvement Methodologies 
Uma Krishnamoorthy, Deputy Medical Director, NHS England NW, 
and Associate Medical Director & Consultant Gynaecologist, East 
Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

11.45am – 
12:30pm 

Speaker Panel Discussion 
Facilitated by Fiona Reynolds, Deputy Regional Director NW OHID, 
and Deputy Regional Director of Public Health NHS NW  
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 



12:30pm – 
1:30pm 

Lunch & Networking 
**Please take time to view Poster Presentations** 

Harrington 
Building – Social 

Space 

1:30pm – 
3:00pm 

Workshop Sessions 
Workshop 1 – Anti Racism Leadership 
Dr Gunjit Bandesha, Director, Healthcare Public Health, NHS 
England NW 
Professor Devina Halsall, Deputy Chief Pharmacist, NHS England 
NW, and Chair, Strategic Advisory Group on Race Equality NHSE NW 
Region  
Rachael Gosling, Public Health Consultant, NHS England NW  
 
Workshop 2 – A Tangible Legacy 
Keisha Thompson, Programme Manager, The Guardian, 
(Manchester) - Legacies of Enslavement Programme 
 
Workshop 3 - Practical tools to inform best practice and adopting 
intelligence informed actions 
Abdul Razaq, Director of Public Health, Blackburn with Darwen 
Council, and co-chair, NW Public Health Anti-Racism Collaborative 
Rebecca Ramsay, Programme Manager, Cumbria & Lancashire 
Public Health Collaborative 
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3:00pm – 
3:15pm 

Comfort Break Harrington 
Building – Social 

Space 

3:15pm- 
3:20pm  

Poster Competition Presentation  
Cordelle Ofori, Director of Public Health, Manchester City Council 
and co-chair, NW Public Health Anti-Racism Collaborative  
Dr Andrew Furber OBE, Regional Director of Public Health (North 
West England) OHID, DHSC and NHSE 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

3:20pm – 
3:35pm 

The impacts of racism on health and inequalities in the UK and 
the public health role in leading an anti-racist approach. 
Professor Kevin Fenton CBE, President, UK Faculty of Public Health 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

3:35pm – 
3:45pm 

Conference Poem & Live Illustration 
Ella Otomewo & Jenny Leonard 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

3:45pm – 
4:00pm 

Closing Remarks and Next Steps 
Cordelle Ofori, Director of Public Health, Manchester City Council 
and co-chair, NW Public Health Anti-Racism Collaborative 
 

Harrington Lecture 
Theatre 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/legacies-of-enslavement

