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London Healthy Places Network
The London Healthy Places Network has a remit of place-based approaches to health relevant to London. The networks are co-chaired on a rotating basis by network members and organisers from Southwark Council, other London Councils and the GLA. They bring together local authority colleagues and other professionals in policy, practice and research.
Future network meetings are hybrid at Southwark Council offices in Tooley Street and online.  For more information and/or meeting invites, please contact Helen Turnage at helen.turnage@southwark.gov.uk 

Previous meetings:
21 January 2026: Spotlight on the toughest challenges
The meeting  centred on three case studies highlighting areas in Healthy Places officers’ portfolios where progress had been particularly difficult. These case studies then informed breakout discussions where attendees shared experiences and explored possible solutions.
The first case study, presented by Ros McDermott (Southwark Council), focused on the Hot Food Takeaway policy in the NPPF. Ros outlined the limitations of this policy in addressing the rapid rise of Class E (b) fast‑food restaurants. Two points relevant to the current NPPF consultation were raised: the lack of clarity around how the term 'fast food outlets' should be applied to units other than sui generis Hot Food Takeaway, and also the vague definition of 'reasonable walking distance' proposed in the new NPPF allowing a loophole that businesses may exploit. In Southwark, 400m exclusion zones around schools are included in the Local Plan effectively cover the whole of the Borough. However, there is a risk this will be overturned with the centralisation of decision-making and plan-making policies in the new NPPF. 
The second case study was presented by Catriona MacRae (Haringey Council), who highlighted a rapid increase in applications for large digital 'Street Hubs' that are replacing former phone boxes. She outlined concerns about their potential public health impacts, including increased advertising exposure and possible illicit use of phone services. While Haringey had refused several applications, some were subsequently approved on appeal, leading to installations on busy high streets.
The final case study was jointly delivered by Fran Bury (Islington Council) and Katherine Carr (Barnet Council). They described how gambling operators are taking advantage of gaps between the planning and licensing systems. In Islington, refusals for betting shops were overturned by the Planning Inspectorate, while in Barnet, Adult Gaming Centres were submitting licensing and planning applications simultaneously and then using a granted licence to support their case for planning permission.
During the breakout discussions, attendees shared similar challenges faced in their own boroughs and generated ideas for collective action. There was strong support for raising concerns around the Hot Food Takeaway policy through the NPPF consultation response to Chapter 16; coordinated advocacy at regional and national levels on outdoor digital advertising controls; the development of a pan‑London practice network on gambling harms; shared briefing packs for councillors that can be adapted locally on these three issues, and national advocacy to address structural legislative barriers.


17 September 2025: Access to Public Toilets
The first presentation from John McGeachy of Age UK set out the issue, outlining the health impacts that a lack of public toilets has on residents of London and their work to campaign for better toilet access. 
‘Stoma friendly toilets’ were discussed with Shauna Hemphill and Peta Barratt from Colostomy UK who reported on lack of facilities for ostomates and advocated for guidance to be followed to ensure accessible toilets include mirrors, hooks and shelves to make them stoma friendly.  
Vimal Varma presented on the City of London’s ‘Community Toilet Scheme’, which started in 2010 and currently has 70 members. Vimal outlined benefits of the scheme to the public as well as for businesses. 
To conclude the session, Jade Matthews from Transport for London gave an overview of plans for £3 million of funding over the next five years to improve toilet access in TfL stations, including live data on toilet availability in the TfL GO app so that customers can securely plan their journeys.  

21 May 2025: Towards a new London Plan
At the Healthy Places network meeting on the 21 May, colleagues came together to develop a joint response to the ‘Towards a New London Plan‘ consultation. The session focused on reviewing the questions posed by the Greater London Authority (GLA) regarding proposed changes to the London Plan. Attendees then broke into groups to discuss what they would like to see reflected in the updated Plan.
If you would like a copy of the network’s response, please email Ros.McDermott@southwark.gov.uk
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