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London Healthy Places Network
The London Healthy Places Network has a remit of place-based approaches to health relevant to London. The networks are co-chaired on a rotating basis by network members and organisers from Southwark Council, other London Councils and the GLA. They bring together local authority colleagues and other professionals in policy, practice and research.
Future network meetings are hybrid at Southwark Council offices in Tooley Street and online.  For more information and/or meeting invites, please contact Helen Turnage at helen.turnage@southwark.gov.uk 

Previous meetings:
17 September 2025: Access to Public Toilets
The first presentation from John McGeachy of Age UK set out the issue, outlining the health impacts that a lack of public toilets has on residents of London and their work to campaign for better toilet access. 
‘Stoma friendly toilets’ were discussed with Shauna Hemphill and Peta Barratt from Colostomy UK who reported on lack of facilities for ostomates and advocated for guidance to be followed to ensure accessible toilets include mirrors, hooks and shelves to make them stoma friendly.  
Vimal Varma presented on the City of London’s ‘Community Toilet Scheme’, which started in 2010 and currently has 70 members. Vimal outlined benefits of the scheme to the public as well as for businesses. 
To conclude the session, Jade Matthews from Transport for London gave an overview of plans for £3 million of funding over the next five years to improve toilet access in TfL stations, including live data on toilet availability in the TfL GO app so that customers can securely plan their journeys.  

21 May 2025: Towards a new London Plan
At the Healthy Places network meeting on the 21 May, colleagues came together to develop a joint response to the ‘Towards a New London Plan‘ consultation. The session focused on reviewing the questions posed by the Greater London Authority (GLA) regarding proposed changes to the London Plan. Attendees then broke into groups to discuss what they would like to see reflected in the updated Plan.
If you would like a copy of the network’s response, please email Ros.McDermott@southwark.gov.uk
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