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UK Health Alliance on 
Climate Change: 48 
members; our members’ 
members number over a 
million health professionals

• The planetary crisis is a health 
crisis

• We work to mitigate the effects 
of the planetary crisis, 
encourage adaptation, and 
emphasise the benefits to 
health of the changes we need 
to make

• Health professionals need to be 
more prominent in the debate

• We work as well to support the 
NHS reach net zero



Broad thinking

We can achieve more by working together

At the same time our members (more resources, 
stronger brands) need to do a lot

We can do things that our members would support but 
are nervous about—for example, supporting ULEZ

We can have more impact by joining with organisations 
from other sectors, adding the health voice (Climate 
Coalition, Climate Majority, Campaign for Clean Air, etc)





A response is 
needed at every 
level

Global

National

Regional/city

Health system/NHS

Organisation/members

Individual—professional and personal



A strategic question: at what level 
should UKHACC put most if its energy?





National (4 nations)—back to 
this in a moment





Health system response: four figures

Globally, if healthcare were a country it would be the 
fifth largest emitter on the planet

Health care emits more greenhouse gases than 
aviation and shipping combined

NHS accounts for 5% of UK carbon emissions

One in 20 vehicles on the road in the UK is related to 
the NHS



Carbon 
emissions from 
most health 
care systems 
are rising



The 10 commitments of our 
members



Is your 
organisation 

serious about 
reaching net-

zero? A 
checklist

• Carbon footprint measured

• Detailed, published plan with annual 
targets

• Annual audited public reporting of 
progress

• Commitment from the board with 
monthly review

• One of the priorities of the chief executive

• A chief sustainability officer

• Staff

• Funding



Plans from 
clinicians for 
reaching net-

zero





National 
level—

example of a 
succces

Playing a part in NHS England adopting a plan to get net zero 
(relationships, serendipity important)

Getting targets for the NHS to be net zero by 2040/45 written 
into the Health and Care Bill (national requirement 2050)

Important: programme almost hidden by last government, not 
a priority for Wes Streeting

Prompted by Greener NH Programme (Nick Watts)

Worked with Peers for the Planet

Lobbied ministers (Government didn’t have a good argument 
for it not being there)





Thinking and 
actions 
behind 

manifesto

Policies that will have big impact (ending fossil 
fuel dependency, housing, transform the food 
system)

Heavy emphasis on putting our house in order 
and where we have most credibility (health 
system)

Mostly about Britain but important that UK met 
its international commitments (self-interest as it’s 
a global issue)

Sent to all candidates, to leaders, and to relevant 
government ministers after the election with a 
request to meet and an offer to help



End fossil fuel dependency

• A rapid, just transition to clean energy, meaning that everyone 
benefits from the transition

• Elimination of government subsidies, investments, and new licences
for fossil fuel exploration, extraction, and sales

• Increased investment in and subsidies for renewable energy

• Policies that reduce energy demand, including insulation of homes 
and public buildings and improved public transport



Transform the food system

• A public awareness campaign promoting healthy diets high in plant-
based foods, reduced consumption of red and processed meat and 
dairy products, and a reduction in waste

• Support for farmers to transition to sustainable practices through 
subsidies and regulation of the local food sector

• Healthy food to be readily available and affordable



Ensure a healthy environment

• Affordable, environmentally-friendly housing for all

• Improved, affordable public transport

• Planning that makes walking and cycling easy and safe

• Access to green spaces for everybody within a 15-minute walk of their 
home

• Protected waterways and improved access to safe blue space



Meet international commitments

• The UK to meet existing financial commitments

• Develop innovative ways to increase financial investments to support 
climate and ecological action through public/private sector 
partnerships



Transform health and care services I

• Significant investment in public health and integration with health 
and care services to benefit health, care, and the environment. 
Policies are needed to promote clean air, active travel, healthy diets, 
and easy access to green and blue spaces to prevent ill health and 
reduce pressures on health and care services

• Improved access and use of green space on the NHS estates

• Funding for green social prescribing

• Funding of and appointment of staff throughout health and social 
care to lead on decarbonisation



Transform health and care services II

• Capital investment to decarbonise health and social care buildings 
and estates

• Acceleration of the zero-emissions ambulance fleet from the current 
goal of 2036 to 2030

• Plans to dramatically reduce waste from care services, including 
avoiding single-use items wherever possible

• Increased attention to adapting community health and care services 
to the effects of the climate and nature crisis



Transform health and care services III

• Healthy largely plant-based foods for all patients and staff in care 
settings

• Annual audited public reporting of the carbon footprint of community 
health and care services

• Policies to drive the cultural and societal shift needed to secure a 
healthier, more sustainable way of life



Now…

Reports on fossil fuels, food systems, and adaptation

Alliances with peers and MPs

Working with others—Climate Coalition etc

Meet with Paul Corrigan (person prominent in devising 
plans for NHS)

Encourage members to pursue aims in our manifesto

Many tactical moves responding to opportunities—for 
example, letter to Ed Milliband about COP29

HELP US
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