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The Eras of Public Health
• 1847-1919 The era of epidemics
• 1920-1947 The era of child 

health
• 1948-1973 The era of state 

health care
• 1974-1990 The era of planning
• 1991-1999 The era of corporate 

management
• 2000-2006 The era of primary 

care

http://www.i-s-b.org/wissen/broschuere/32.gif


Public Health Practice: Seven 
Forces of Turbulence

• Searching for the soul of the specialty
• Numerous reorganisations
• Credibility in delivery
• Weak evidence-base
• Diversity in job content
• The population health, healthcare 

tension
• Weakened infrastructure and budgets



Ten Key Public Health Activities

• Analysis
• Knowledge management
• Influencing
• Advocacy
• Change management
• Policy making
• Planning
• Evaluation
• Communication
• Empowerment and development
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The Public Health: System in Future
Unlocking wider
determinants

Regeneration 
and renewal

System management

Promotion of health
Prevention of disease
Improving healthcare 
quality
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